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RELATIVE OVULATION FREQUENCY IN  THE RI GHT 
AN D  LEFT OVARY OF THE SOW 
D. R. Shelby 
The reproductive tracts of 115 sows were examined to determine if one ovary 
was more active than the other in the production of ova. The ovaries of these 
sows appeared to be functioning normally. An average of 8 . 5 8  corpora lutea were 
found in the left ovaries compared with an average of 7 , 5 7  corpora lutea in the 
right ovaries. Statistical analysis using the t-test showed these differences 
to be significant (P < , 0 1) .  The left ovary of these sows was the more active 
and was responsible for ovulating 5 3 . 2% of the eggs ovulated by these sows at 
their last estrus prior to slaughter,  
Seventy-five of the sow tracts examined were found to  be pregnant and the 
number of embryos present in the uterine horns were cotmted and recorded. 
Although the le� horn averaged slightly more embryos than the right (5. 49 vs. 
5 . 41) , the differences in the number of embryos in the two horns were not 
statistically significant. This indicates that although significantly more eggs 
may be produced in the left ovary than in the right, these eggs, when fertilized , 
migrate between horns prior to implantation tmtil there is an equal distribution 
of embryos between the horns. 
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